KarnesEC1905_ 4/10/19 11:17 AM Page 18

Co-op News
KARNES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Take Control of Your
Summer Electric Bills
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER BRAD BIERSTEDT
MOST PEOPLE THINK OF FAMILY VACATIONS OR

JU FFY | ISTOCK.CO M

school being out when they think of summer.
That’s not necessarily true of your co-op’s employees. We tend
to think of summer as high-bill complaint season.
When I say I feel your pain, I’m not just paying lip service.
My own electric bills rise along with the heat index—just like
yours and those of the folks I work with here at Karnes Electric Cooperative. Once those kilowatts have marched through
the electric meter that records them, it’s difficult to do anything about them, other than pay the bill.

Fans can make you feel cooler;
when you feel cooler, you can
set the thermostat higher.

But before you throw your hands up in exasperation, here’s
a little secret: You can do something about those higher summertime electric bills. The secret is you have to do something
now—before you use the electricity.
Here’s how to cut back on your electricity usage:

a You can save as much as 10 percent a year on your cooling
(and heating) bills by simply turning your thermostat back 10
to 15 percent for eight hours a day. In the summer, raise the
thermostat when you go to work or whenever you’re away from
home (from 76 degrees to 85, for example). That’s the single
18
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most cost-effective measure you can take. If you install a programmable thermostat, it can do this for you.
a Have a qualified professional check out your air conditioner (and the heating system, too, while they’re at it). Preventive maintenance can save you money as well as preclude
temperature discomfort.
a Shade your outdoor air conditioning unit to up its energy
efficiency.
a Change air conditioner filters monthly. Clogged filters
force the AC unit to work harder and increase operating costs.
a Portable and ceiling fans can
make you feel cooler; when you feel
cooler, you can set the thermostat
higher. But when you leave the
room, turn off the fan.
a Installing and using a wholehouse fan can help reduce air conditioning costs. These fans draw
outside air in through open windows
and should be used only when the
outside air temperature is lower
than the desired inside temperature.
a Seal doors and windows with
caulk and weatherstripping. And, if
your windows are single-pane, consider replacing them. Double- and
triple-pane windows are substantially more energy efficient.
a Shading and evaporative cooling from trees reduce the air temperature around your home. Plant trees,
shrubs and vines with leaves that fall
off in the winter on the east, south and west sides of your
home. They’ll provide shade in the summer but allow sunshine
in the winter. Position trees to shade windows now; when they
mature, they’ll also shade the walls and roof.
a It’s well worth your investment to wrap any uninsulated
ducts with at least 2 inches of fiberglass insulation. Sealing the
duct system to prevent leaks is even more important if the
ducts are located in an uncooled area, such as the attic. Most
leaks will be found where the air duct attaches to the air conditioning unit and where ducts are joined together.
karnesec.org
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Mark Your Calendar
for Savings
Take advantage of the Memorial Day weekend tax-free holiday
IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO MAKE SOME ENERGY-EFFICIENT OR WATER-CONSCIOUS UPGRADES

to your home, this is a great month to take the plunge. Texas holds its co-occurring
Energy Star and water-efficient products sales tax holidays annually over Memorial
Day weekend. This year, the sales tax reprieve will be in effect from Saturday, May
25, through midnight Monday, May 27. There’s no limit on the number of qualifying
items you can buy, and no exemption certificate is required to buy items tax-free.
Any product that displays a WaterSense label is eligible to be purchased free of
sales tax, whether its planned use is for personal or business purposes. Labeled
items include faucets, showerheads and toilets. Certain other water-conserving
products are also tax-free during the holiday weekend but only when bought for use
at your residential property. These items include soaker and drip-irrigation hoses,
moisture controls for sprinkler and irrigation systems, mulch, rain barrels, plants,
soil and compost.
The Energy Star-labeled products that qualify for tax exemption include air conditioners (priced $6,000 or less), refrigerators (priced $2,000 or less), ceiling fans,
lightbulbs, clothes washers, dishwashers and dehumidifiers.
Bear in mind that some Energy Star-labeled products do not qualify and are still
taxable during the holiday, including water heaters, clothes dryers, freezers and
stoves. Also, be aware that air conditioners and refrigerators purchased for prices
higher than the allowable amounts will be taxed in full. The same caveat applies to
delivery charges that increase an item’s total price beyond the cap. For example, if
an Energy Star refrigerator costs $1,995 but has a $50 delivery charge, tax will be
due on the total $2,045 amount.
For more information on how to take advantage of this year’s tax holiday, visit
comptroller.texas.gov.
karnesec.org

BEFORE THE WEATHER GETS TOO WARM,
call a qualified service technician to
inspect and tune up your air conditioning
system.
During this annual visit, the tech will
be able to tell you if your system will
make it through the summer or if it needs
repairs. If the unit is old, the tech might
recommend that you replace it.
In addition, there are two things you
can do on your own to make sure your
system stays in good working order:
1. Clean or replace the air conditioner
filter. If you have a reusable filter, wash it
and dry it every month during the summer. If you have a disposable filter,
replace it. A dirty filter can get clogged
with dust and dirt and restrict airflow.
That will make your system work harder
to cool your house, wasting energy and
driving up your electric bill. Plus, a dirty
filter can push dust back into your home,
which makes the air less healthy—especially if someone in your family has
allergies or asthma.
2. Keep the area around the outside
AC unit clean. Remove dirt, grass and
any debris that has collected around it so
those things don’t restrict its airflow. Trim
shrubs away so they don’t touch it.
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It’s Annual AC
Maintenance Time
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Use Caution Near Co-op Equipment

DARDESPOT | ISTOC K.COM

LAKSHMI3 | ISTOCK.COM

HAPPY
MOTHER’S DAY
AS YOU FIND YOURSELF SPENDING MORE TIME OUTDOORS THIS SUMMER, EXERCISE

caution near power lines and other electrical equipment maintained by Karnes
Electric Cooperative.
Substations and power lines carry extremely high voltage, and if contact is accidentally made, the results can be dangerous—or even deadly.
Never climb trees near power lines. If you make contact with a tree that is touching a power line, your body could become a path for electricity, from the line to the
ground. If you encounter an animal trapped in a tree near power lines or inside a
substation, do not attempt to remove it—no matter how furry and cute! Call Karnes
EC for assistance.
If there are underground lines in your area, you’ll notice big green boxes on the
ground that hold our equipment. It’s important that landscaping and other barriers
be kept clear of these padmount transformers. Co-op technicians need at least 10 feet
of clearance around the equipment to be able to safely access them when needed.
Padmount transformers are connected to primary high-voltage lines, and secondary lines can extend underground in several directions to distribute power to
homes and businesses. That’s why it’s important to call 811 before planting shrubs
or trees, setting fence posts, installing sprinkler systems or digging where it might
damage underground lines.
These days, we are seeing more remote-controlled devices, like drones and other
aircraft, which can be a great way to have fun outdoors. But these gadgets also bring
new safety concerns. Never fly them near power lines, substations or other electrical equipment.
Remember these safety tips when flying a drone:

a Keep a safe distance from electrical equipment when you fly. If contact is accidentally made with a power line or a transformer inside a substation, many members of your community could be left without electricity.
a Keep the drone in your sight at all times.
a Avoid flying if weather conditions are unfavorable. High winds could cause you
to lose control of the drone.
Your safety is important to us. We hope you will share the message of electrical
safety so that you and others can enjoy plenty of summer days filled with fun!
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Sunday, May 12

CRISTIAN LAZZARI | ISTOCK.COM

HAPPY
CINCO DE MAYO!
Sunday, May 5

karnesec.org
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Karnes Electric Cooperative
P.O. Box 7, Karnes City, TX 78118

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
G E N E R A L M A N AG E R

Brad Bierstedt
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paul T. Brysch Jr., President, District 5
Clif Royal, Vice President, District 6
Larry R. Schendel, Secretary-Treasurer, District 1
Frank A. Geyer Jr., Assistant SecretaryTreasurer, District 3
Martin R. Harris Jr., District 4
Shirley Hofmann, District 2
David Ross Nieschwitz, District 7

M O N DAY

3

COOPERATIVE OFFICES
Main Office
1007 N. Highway 123, Karnes City
District Office
1824 W. Goodwin St., Pleasanton

JUNE

Pay your bill, submit meter readings
and view your account summary at
karnesec.org.

Karnes Electric Cooperative is an equalopportunity provider and employer.

KARNES EC
ANNUAL MEETING

Contact Us

MONDAY, JUNE 3

For information and outages
during office hours

Check next month’s issue for important
information about your annual meeting.

(830) 780-3952 Karnes City
(830) 569-5538 Pleasanton
1-888-807-3952 Toll-free
To report a power outage after 5 p.m.
and on weekends and holidays

TAPHOUSE_STUDIOS | ISTOCK.COM

(830) 780-3952
Coy City, Ecleto, Floresville, Gillette, Goliad,
Karnes City, Kenedy, Runge, Three Rivers,
Tilden and surrounding areas

(830) 569-5538

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY
Karnes EC will be closed Monday, May 27, in observance of the holiday.

karnesec.org
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Charlotte, Christine, Pleasanton, Poteet,
Verdi and surrounding areas
FIND US ON THE WEB

karnesec.org
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DON’T GO

Out on a Limb
Safety for you and your
children is a top priority at
your electric co-op. Kids don’t
always know—or remember—
what can be dangerous, so
it’s up to all of us to watch
out for their safety. Safety
rules for power lines:
Don’t plant trees or install tall
playground equipment under
or near power lines.
Don’t build treehouses in
trees near electric lines.
Don’t allow children to climb
trees near electric lines.
Teach your children to always
look up to check for power
lines before climbing trees or
any tall objects.
Keep children away from ladders and equipment that may
be near power lines.

Karnes Electric Cooperative
encourages you to always
practice safety.

A RT M A R I E | I STO C K .CO M

And the No. 1 safety rule for
everyone to remember is this:
Don’t touch a power line or
anything that’s touching a
power line. Look up and live!
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Downed and Dangerous

JMICHL | ISTOCK.COM

If you see a downed power line, always assume it is energized and
dangerous. Avoid going near it or anything in contact with the line.

35 ft.
Downed power lines can energize the ground up to 35 feet away—so
keep your distance.

Maximize Your
Fuel Efficiency

Never drive over a downed line or through water that is touching
the line.

!!!!

If you see a downed line, notify local authorities immediately.

ESFI .OR G

Never try to move a downed power line, even if you think the line is
de-energized or if you think you’re using nonconductive protection—
this cannot prevent injury or death.

karnesec.org

MAY IS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH, WHICH
includes Bike to Work Day. While commuting by bicycle is a great healthy option for
those who can swing it, it’s often not a
workable arrangement. For those of us
who must drive to work—or for anyone
who drives, period—here are a few ways
to increase your vehicle’s fuel efficiency
that don’t require buying a new car.
a Drive politely. Aggressive driving
maneuvers like rapid acceleration and
sudden braking negatively impact your
gas mileage by 10 to 40 percent, according to the U.S. Department of Energy.
a Obey the speed limit. Not only is
this notion just plain safer, fuel economy
decreases rapidly at speeds of more than
50 mph. Every 5 mph driven over 50
mph is roughly equivalent to paying an
additional 16 cents per gallon of gas.
a Avoid hauling cargo on your car’s
roof. A large rooftop box increases wind
resistance and reduces fuel economy. If
you must use an external cargo holder,
opt for a rear-mount cargo box or tray
for a smaller dip in fuel efficiency.
a Avoid unnecessary idling. If your
vehicle is parked, turn off the engine.
Depending on your car’s engine size and
air conditioner use, idling can waste a
quarter- to a half-gallon of fuel per hour.
May 2019 KARNES EC
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Why Electricity Is Dangerous
HAVE YOU EVER WALKED ACROSS CARPET AND RECEIVED A

shock when you touched a doorknob or another person?
What you felt was a buildup of static electricity.
But a real electric shock is a lot more painful and can be
deadly. Here’s what can happen:
a Muscles tighten up, making it almost impossible to pull
away from the circuit.
a Lungs constrict, making it hard to breathe.
a Heartbeat is interrupted and blood vessels narrow.
a Burns and internal organ damage occur.
a Death may follow.
It sounds scary—and it is—but if you remember some simple safety rules, you can use electricity without getting hurt.

Humans Are Good Conductors
The human body is a good conductor of electricity. That means
electricity flows easily through our bodies. Why? Because electricity moves quickly through water—and the human body is
70 percent water.
Another fact to remember is that electricity always tries to

find the easiest path to the ground—so don’t get in its way.
Maintain safe distances from electric lines at all times. Avoid
using ladders, poles or other tools in situations where they
may come into contact with overhead lines. Contact your electric cooperative if you need to work near power lines.

Accidents Happen Quickly
You might think that if you get shocked, you can pull away
quickly and not get hurt. Electricity travels at nearly the speed
of light, 186,000 miles per second, so the effects of electricity
can be felt immediately. A person has almost no chance of
avoiding the shock.
If the electricity is strong enough, muscles tighten so much
that a person can’t let go.
Anyone who touches someone who is being shocked can
become part of the circuit, too. That's why you should never
grab anyone who’s been shocked. If an electrical accident happens, turn off or unplug the circuit if it’s safe to do so, call 911
and tell the operator that someone has been involved in an electrical accident, and keep others away until trained help arrives.

TACKTAC K | ISTOC K.COM

ELECTRICITY SAFETY RULES
1. Look up and look out for power lines before you raise a
ladder, climb onto a roof or climb a tree. Stay at least 35
feet away from overhead power lines.
2. Don’t ever play or work on or near a green transformer box
or climb the fence around an electrical substation.
3. Keep electrical equipment away from water. Most electrical
accidents around the house happen when people use electricity near water.
4. Don’t plug a bunch of devices into one outlet or extension
cord. It could damage the electrical system in your house or
even cause a fire.
5. Make sure all electrical cords are tucked out of the way to
avoid a tripping hazard and to keep pets or small children
away from them.
6. Don’t yank an electrical cord from the wall. Instead, pull from
the plug. Pulling on a cord can damage the appliance, the
plug or the outlet.
7. Don’t fly drones or kites near power lines or substations.
A kite and its string may conduct electricity—sending it right
through you to the ground.
8. Install tamper-resistant receptacles. Not only will it help
keep kids safe, but covering outlets will also help save energy
by stopping cold drafts.
9. Make sure all electric appliances and tools are in good repair.
10. Don’t use extension cords for long-term electrical needs.
They are intended for temporary use only.

24

Texas Co-op Power KARNES EC May 2019

karnesec.org

KarnesEC1905_ 4/10/19 11:18 AM Page 25

UTILITY POLES ARE NOT

Bulletin Boards

Help us keep our linemen safe.
Electric cooperative workers
find all kinds of no-nos on
utility poles such as yard sale
signs, basketball hoops, deer
stands, satellite dishes, lights
and birdhouses.
These obstructions are
dangerous for lineworkers.
Unwelcome clutter on utility
poles can compromise linemen’s safety equipment,
leaving them vulnerable to
electrocution.
Anyone posting items on
utility poles also is at risk
of exposure to thousands
of volts of electricity pulsing
overhead. Always stay at
least 10 feet away from
utility lines.

Karnes Electric Cooperative
encourages you to always
practice safety.

DAV E SHAFER

Think before you post that sign!

